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Caribbean Coral Reefs and Amazon Rainforest
The Caribbean coral reef and the Amazon rainforest offer numerous ecological and economic benefits and thus should be protected from the threat posed by human activities. Healthy coral reefs provide economic benefits including supporting both local and commercial fisheries and creating jobs and businesses through tourism and recreation (National Ocean Service). The local economies also gain billions of dollars from visitors who come to the reefs through diving tours, fishing tours and businesses such as hotels and restaurants which are located near the reef areas. In addition, the coral reef organisms are used by scientist to develop drugs as treatments of major diseases such as arthritis, viruses, cancer and other diseases (National Ocean Service). The ecological benefits of coral reefs are invaluable. Healthy coral reefs protect the coastlines against erosion and storms. They also support many species compared to any other marine environment. The threat on the Caribbean coral reefs through pollution and habitat destruction poses significant threat on the economic and recreational value as well as the ecological benefits derived from the coral reefs (National Ocean Service).
The arguments for deforestation of the Amazon Forest are that it provides economic benefits to the local economies and communities, however, these are just but short- term benefits. More long-term benefit can be derived from conservation of the rainforests. Conserving the rainforest has a potential for providing an economic benefit of $8.2 billion a year (Roger 2018). This long-term economic benefit outweighs the short-tern economic gain through deforestation by far. The ecological benefits are many and include; 1) climate regulation through absorbing and filtering the harmful carbon dioxide output and releasing oxygen, 2) maintaining world’s water cycle 3) habitat for many plant and animal species and 4) preventing soil erosion. 
Looking at the benefits provided by conserving the coral reefs and the Amazon rain forest, I think that the coral reefs will return the most economic benefit through provision of jobs and supporting local economies.
The coral reefs and rainforests are interconnected and the wellbeing of one affect that of the other. Deforestation of the Amazon rain forest is damaging to the oceans (coral reefs) through several ways. When the trees are felled, the chemically polluted water run-off and soil can flow into the sea.  This causes water sedimentation and acidification which prevents light from reaching the corals (Swart 2013). Also, when the rainforests which store a significant amount of world carbon are burnt, large volumes of carbon dioxide are released contributing to climatic changes. The ocean temperatures rise and as a result the corals get bleached causing destruction of marine life and significant damages to the corals (Swart 2013 p.5).
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